
3.1 American Civil War 
and Slavery 

“life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness”? 



Lady Liberty 



1) History of  the US 
After the American Revolution, the United States 
declared independence from Britain on July 4th, 
1776 





2) The American Civil War 
The War started in 1861, just after Abraham Lincoln 
was elected as President of  the United States. 



The eleven southern states decided to separate and 
form the Confederacy, led by Jefferson Davis 

The South believed they had the right to make their 
own laws. 



The northern states, called the Union, decided not to 
allow the South to separate and started to raise an 
army. 

The South won early battles on land, but the North 
controlled the ocean. Britain did not recognize the 
Confederacy and did not officially intervene in the war. 

In 1862, Abraham Lincoln announced the 
Emancipation Proclamation which officially made 
ending slavery the main cause of  the war. 

The turning point of  the war was the battle of 
Gettysburg where the north won an important victory. 
Shortly afterwards, Lincoln made the famous 
Gettysburg address. 





In 1865, Confederate General Lee surrendered to 
Union General Grant effectively ending the civil war.  

Shortly after, President Lincoln was assassinated and 
Andrew Johnson became the next President of  the 
United States. 

Approximately 600 000 American died in the war. 



Slavery 
�  Slavery was common practice throughout history. 

�  Major colonial powers (Spain, France, England, etc) 
used slaves. 

�  The British traded slaves to help build an Empire. 



4) Abolition of  Slavery 
�  Slaves in Canada until 1793 

�  In 1834, Britain banned slavery through the work 
or Wilber Wilberforce and others 

�  Slavery continued in the United States until 1865. 

�  4 million slaves in the US, and a few escaped to 
Canada via the “Underground Railroad” 

 



Uncle Tom’s Cabin 



Canada’s Response 
The American Civil War made Canada realize that… 

1)  The American Union was scary 

2)  Maybe “life, liberty, and pursuit of  happiness” was 
not the best approach 

3)  Civil War needed to be avoided 



Conclusion 
1.  How does the American Civil War affect current 

ideas and politics (especially in the US)? 

2.  The United States continues to promote “Freedom 
and Democracy” around the world. Has it got 
those things right now? 

3.  What is Canada’s response to American principles 
today? 

4.  Do we really believe that “all people are equal”? 


